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Abstract:  

This presentation is an analysis of the practice of race performativity, with Sweden as 

the case study and national context. In 2011, an academic scandal erupted at Lund 

University when a group of white students in Blackface, chained and half-naked, 

performed a slave auction at a dinner party. With this event as the point of departure 

and with other contemporary cases of race performativity as empirical examples, this 

presentation tries to understand and analyse the needs and desires behind this 

phenomenon by the use of queer theory and a psychoanalytical reading. Race 

performativity is here limited to when whites temporarily perform as non-whites. Why 

do whites want to dress up and perform as non-whites? Are there any parallels and 

similarities to gender performativity in the form of for example drag queens? And what 

are the needs and desires behind this social and cultural phenomenon? 

 

 

Bio:  

Tobias Hübinette is Lecturer in intercultural studies at Karlstad University, Associate 

Professor in intercultural education and a researcher in critical race and whiteness 

studies. 

Tobias Hübinette 

RACE PERFORMATIVITY AND 

MELANCHOLIC WHITENESS 



KAU.SE/GENUS Centre for Gender Studies, CGF Seminar Series Spring 2016 

FEBRUARY 24TH 15.00-16.45 

Location: Seminar room 5A415, Karlstad University  

Language: English  

 

Abstract:  

This presentation is based on a dissertation project about LGBTQ ageing, where 

intersections of gender, age and sexuality is explored in life stories, and related 

to notions of normative life courses and ideas of being “on time” and “in line” 

throughout life. Turning to a theoretical framework that takes materiality into 

account, other understandings of embodiment and material surroundings are 

allowed place in the analysis. A focus on physical surroundings shed light to how 

ageing bodies becoming more or less able dependent on material conditions, as 

icey street, dark gay clubs, saunas and other gendered spaces etc. Material 

objects as vibrators, sex toys, hospices can also trouble the taken-for-granted 

ideas of the body’s boundaries. Seeing the body as agentic trouble central 

gerontological concepts with emphasis of taking responsibility of "aging well" - 

but also problematizes how trans people are expected and encouraged to 

present linear gender without taking into account that bodies are different, 

material and sometimes "out of control" which in turn can complicate and 

question neo-liberal discourses on personal responsibility with ideas of the body 

as always possible to shape and present after one's liking. 

 

Bio:  

Anna Siverskog is a PhD candidate in Ageing and Later Life, Linköping 

University, Sweden whose work focuses intersections of age, gender, sexuality 

and embodiment. Their PhD project explores experiences of LGBTQ aging, and 

how older people’s life stories relate to ideas of life courses, time and age 

ordering in relation to notions of normativity. 

Anna Siverskog 

 
EXPLORING QUEER AGEING THROUGH  

A POST-HUMAN LENS 



KAU.SE/GENUS Centre for Gender Studies, CGF Seminar Series Spring 2016 

APRIL 6TH, 15.00 – 16.45  

 

Location: Seminar room 5A415, Karlstad University  

Language: English  

 

Abstract:  

Visual activism plays a central role in trans*movements fighting against the 

pathologization of trans*people at the local and the global level. Works of artists and 

visual activists criticize the heteronormative gaze and reflect trans*people’s lives and 

experiences in a variety of ways. While some produce images that reclaim trans*folk 

as human beings, others appropriate figures showing monsters or the undead to 

articulate their experiences. Discussing examples of trans*_queer art and visual 

activism I will argue, that such aesthetic innovations can be understood as forms of 

knowledge that are a starting point to decolonize hegemonic systems of knowledge 

and create trans*_queer epistemologies rooted in socio-political trans*movements and 

locally specific knowledge. If the concept of visual activism is helpful to consider 

relations between aesthetic practices and political activism it has its limit, to explain 

what happens, if art and visual activism travel around the world. By traveling images 

can change their meanings and political effects in ways that contradict the intentions 

of the image-makers. To reflect such transformations I refer to the concept of visual 

politics that allows to address hegemonies of visual culture critically.  

 

Bio:  

Josch Hoenes is a research fellow at the Helene-Lange-college Queer Studies and 

Intermediality: Art - Music - Mediaculture of the Carl von Ossietzky University 

Oldenburg, Germany. He teaches and researches in the area of trans*/queer studies 

and culture- and media sciences. He is also active in different queer projects and an 

active in the board of the Hannchen-Mehrzweck-foundation. Publications include: 

Nicht Frosch nicht Laborratte: Transmännlichkeiten im Bild. Eine kunst- und 

kulturwissenschaftliche Analyse visueller Politiken, Bielefeld: transcript 2014; Queer 

Art of Looking. On the Art of Del LaGrace Volcano, in Haas, Julia/Katz, Jonathan (ed.): 

Del LaGrace Volcano: A Mid-Career Retrospective, New York: Leslie + Lohman 

Museum of Gay and Lesbian Art, 2012. 

 

Josch Hoenes 

 

IM_POSSIBILITIES OF TRANS*VISIBILITY: 

VISUAL POLITICS IN ART AND ACTIVISM 

 



KAU.SE/GENUS Centre for Gender Studies, CGF Seminar Series Spring 2016 

APRIL 20TH, 15.00 – 16.45 

Location: Seminar room 5A415, Karlstad University  

Language: English  

 

Abstract:  

This research project is situated within the area M4D (mobile technologies for 

development), i.e. that mobile technologies play a vital role in the livelihood of people 

in developing regions. Out of a larger explorative study of how market women in 

Kampala use their mobile phone(s), this article focuses on the transformation of the 

so-called informal economy, here in the form of markets. Departing from stories of the 

women themselves we argue that the mobile phone, not the least through mobile 

money, changes the street market to also include non-street transactions in interesting 

and hybridized ways. Furthermore the women included in the study also bear witness 

on attempts – from city officials as well as local loan sharks – to formalize and control 

these women and their business, processes in which mobile telephony plays an 

important role. On basis of the changing media and communication landscape we 

argue that the celebration of the informality of these economies with its promise of 

empowering women financially needs to be nuanced. 

The presentation builds on a paper written by Caroline Wamala and Jakob Svensson, 

Uppsala University.  

 

Bio:  

Caroline Wamala, Senior lecturer, Karlstads University 

 

Caroline Wamala 

MOBILE PHONES AND THE TRANSFORMATION 

OF THE INFORMAL ECONOMY 
- STORIES FROM MARKET WOMEN IN KAMPALA 



KAU.SE/GENUS Centre for Gender Studies, CGF Seminar Series Spring 2016 

MAY 18TH, 15.00 – 16.45 

Location: Seminar room 5A415, Karlstad University  

Language: English  

 

Abstract:  

“Polymedia” refers to everyday conditions where “connected presence” can be 

sustained via multiple media channels to equally low costs. The expansion of 

polymedia has played a particularly vital role among migrants and other mobile groups 

who are dependent on media technologies for staying in touch socially and 

emotionally with friends and family. However, this does not mean that the capabilities 

of polymedia are enacted in the same way among all mobile groups. In this paper we 

compare privileged mobile groups within the field of business (predominantly men) 

and the field of politics and diplomacy (predominantly women). Based on about 30 

qualitative interviews we highlight the intersectional dynamics of gender structures, 

habitus and social fields in order to reach deeper understandings of the differentiated 

cultural forms of polymedia. The study demonstrates how polymedia may sustain 

transgressive negotiations of social/gender structures as well as more family-oriented, 

even sedentarist lifestyles. 

 

Bio:  

Karin Fast, Senior lecturer at Media and Communication Studies, Karlstad University. 

André Jansson, Professor of Media and Communication Studies, Karlstad University. 

Karin Fast & André Jansson 

 

THE CULTURAL FORMS OF POLYMEDIA: A 

COMPARATIVE STUDY OF CONNECTED 

PRESENCE AMONG MOBILE ELITE GROUPS 



KAU.SE/GENUS Centre for Gender Studies, CGF Seminar Series Spring 2016 

JUNE 1ST, 15.00 – 16.45 

Location: Seminar room 5A415, Karlstad University  

Language: English  

 

 

Abstract:  

Line Holth will present her doctoral thesis at the seminar. The purpose of the thesis is 

to shed light on, explain, and problematize women’s and men’s paths both to, and 

within, the profession of engineer. Computer and mechanical engineers are in focus 

and the thesis is based on three qualitative studies and on one quantitative study.  

The thesis shows that historically established, often stereotypical, conceptions of 

gender contribute towards recreating different paths; “winding” for women and 

“straight” for men. At the same time, tendencies towards change are indicated; a 

gradually changing view of both father- and parenthood, which in and of itself is 

creating new prerequisites for women and men in working life. In concluding, the 

thesis proposes a new term, technology career, as an analytical tool for continued 

studies of gender segregation in technology and engineering professions. The aim in 

using this term is to capture the social complexity and cultural dynamic as regards 

how technology and gender are co-produced.  

  

Bio:  

Line Holth, PhD, is a Senior Lecturer in Gender Studies at Centre for Gender Studies 

(CGF) at Karlstad University. Her research areas are gender and technology, gender 

and work, gender segregation processes in higher education, and the labour market. 

Line Holth 

 

STRAIGHT ROADS AND WINDING ROADS - ON 

GENDER, ENGINEERS, AND TECHNOLOGY 

CAREERS. 


